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FOREWORD

GOING FURTHER, FASTER - TOGETHER

LISTENING TO OUR MANY PARTNERS IN THE MOVEMENT THAT HAS GROWN UP AROUND 
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY FOR ALL, WE SET OUT TO CREATE THE 3RD SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 
FOR ALL FORUM IN A VERY SPECIAL WAY.

We designed a “market place” that would help broker new partnerships and ideas, spur investment and drive action 
towards Sustainable Development Goal 7—the energy goal.

More than 1,000 leaders from across governments, business, finance and civil society came: the leaders who are doing 
the hard work to secure clean, affordable energy for all while keeping the promise of the Paris Agreement.

At Sustainable Energy for All, we marshal the evidence and interrogate the latest data on progress towards SDG7, so 
that we can help leaders focus on where we can have the greatest impact—and do so in the quickest amount of time 
and with the least amount of cost. We tell the stories of success and bring them to the United Nations system as part of 
a much wider effort to assess progress towards the SDGs and the Paris Agreement.

And so we built the program for the Forum around input from our partners on where we would need to concentrate 
minds and, crucially, around the evidence. How well are we doing? What’s working? What isn’t? Why? How then to move 
to speed and scale?

At the Forum, we launched the latest Global Tracking Framework report, a product of the Sustainable Energy for All 
Knowledge Hub that shows progress against global energy goals and where we need to go further. We used this data, 
along with analysis from an array of other reports—including the recently launched RISE report—to drive every conver-
sation and focus leaders on precisely where we need to be to reach our 2030 targets.

The most recent data show that without more focus, changes in approach and a doubling down on our efforts, we are 
not on track to secure sustainable energy for all by 2030. Even if we look at some of the most recent actions by some 
countries—not captured yet by the data—we need to do more. But at the Forum it was clear that we could be much 
closer if we all act together and act now.

The Forum showcased the best examples of work already having real impact. Our Partners told stories about the work 
they are doing all around the globe to drive the revolution in energy productivity. They are integrating energy systems 
to accommodate more renewables and embracing off-grid alongside grid-connected solutions to speed energy access 
and to address systemic inequity in current energy systems by focusing on those that have to date been left behind—
rural communities, low-income people in cities, women, the displaced and the marginalized. We helped to share these 
success stories far and wide because we know that success breeds more success and the confidence to act. And with 

powerful media and social partners, we ensured that this good news spread far beyond New York to the places where 
decision makers need to shift course.

Just as importantly, the Forum bore the true hallmark of a movement: we demonstrated the collective courage to inter-
rogate ourselves about what’s not working—so that we can be fitter to go further, faster.

During the Forum, our Partners rolled out a stunning list of new commitments driving action on SDG7. New initiatives 
were launched. For example, the Government of Chile—working with the “District Energy in Cities” initiative—an-
nounced a strategy to tackle air pollution and improve air quality for its citizens.

Financial innovations were launched. The Microgrid Investment Accelerator (MIA), a first-of-its-kind financing facility that 
seeks to mobilize $50 million via public-private partnerships between 2018 and 2020 for energy in India, Indonesia and 
East Africa, was unveiled.

Together with GreenFaith, the Wallace Global Fund and other philanthropies and faith groups, we launched SHINE—a 
campaign to mobilize patient capital and support from the faith and philanthropic communities, many of which are shif-
ting their focus from divesting to investing in clean energy solutions for access.

New data and evidence were released. Power for All launched a report that pinpoints policies to accelerate energy ac-
cess for millions of rural poor and puts forward a roadmap to implementation. REN21 launched the Renewables Global 
Futures Report analyzing the views of more than 100 renowned energy experts on the feasibility of achieving a 100% 
renewable energy future. And Smart Villages underscored the enormous knowledge base at the local level and how 
essential “informed consent” is in helping to deliver energy access for all.

Partnerships were strengthened. With a huge push from Hivos, high-level representatives from governments, private 
sector companies and civil society committed to partnerships between sectors to accelerate progress towards decen-
tralized renewable energy access.

Five more cities joined the Building Efficiency Accelerator. EP100—the campaign working with companies committing 
to double their energy productivity—announced a new member from South Africa: the retail chain Woolworths, which 
has committed to double its energy productivity by 2020.

Finally, we announced a new People-Centered Accelerator—a partnership to advance gender equality, social inclusion 
and women’s empowerment in pursuit of SDG7—with more than 19 groups and initiatives pledging to work together to 
spur action so we leave no one behind.
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200 +
Related news items 

published across the world 

238
Ministers to 

entrepreneurs, CEOs 
to Bishops – the Forum 

hosted 238 speakers 

FORUM IN FIGURES

* A full methodology is available at the end of the report

370
MILLION 

Forum related news 
reached an estimated 

global audience of 370 
million people

1000
Just under 1000 

delegates gathered at 
the Duggal Greenhouse 

across the three-days 

108 

Delegates represented 
108 countries 

67
From opening ‘wake up 
call’ sessions to keynote 

speeches, the Forum stage 
played host to 67 sessions 

throughout the event 

34
There were also 34 Partner 

Working Sessions organized 
by SEforALL partners and 

stakeholders 

36
FACEBOOK LIVE 

INTERVIEWS
At the SEforALL Forum 
pop-up Facebook Live 

studio

33
Coverage was generated 

in 33 countries 

303
The number of tweets 
from @SEforALLorg 

21
MILLION IMPRESSIONS

The Forum hashtag -  
#SEforALLforum – generated  

over 21 million  
Twitter impressions 

This is the kind of action we need. But we know, based on the evidence, that there is much more to do.

If we are to secure energy access for the more than 1 billion people who still have little or no access to energy—we need 
to go further.

If we are to make clean cooking options available to the more than 3 billion people who still rely on wood, coal, charcoal 
or animal waste for cooking and heating—we need to go faster.

If we are to truly advance gender equality, social inclusion and women’s empowerment in providing energy services, we 
must change mindsets.

But I am convinced that the movement on display at the 3rd Sustainable Energy for All Forum is ready to do just that 
and more. And future SEforALL forums will continue to connect partners, mobilize finance and spur partnerships toward 
our goals.

We are Sustainable Energy for All.

We are that movement.

And we are getting it done. 

RACHEL KYTE 
Chief Executive Officer of Sustainable Energy for All (SEforALL), 

and Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General  
for Sustainable Energy for All.

42%
42% of all delegates 

participating in the Forum 

were female
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DAY 1
PRODUCTIVITY MATTERS: PUTTING ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY FIRST

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY FOR ALL FORUM 2017

As Rachel Kyte, Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Sustainable Energy for All  
(SEforALL) and Special Representa-
tive of the UN Secretary-General for 
Sustainable Energy for All, opened 
the 2017 Sustainable Energy for All 
Forum on the main plenary stage, she 
shared the vision that this year’s Fo-
rum was a marketplace for delegates, 
partners and all stakeholders to come 
together, facilitating deals, fostering 
partnerships and supporting action. 

Under the overall banner of “Going 
Further, Faster – Together,” each day 
was given a specific theme. The first 
day looked at Productivity Matters: 
Putting Energy Efficiency First. 

THE WAKE-UP CALL

To help set the tone, each morning’s 
agenda followed a similar pattern, 
with a Wake-Up Call, Marshalling the 
Evidence and Knowledge into Action 
sessions hosted each day on the main 
stage. These conversations gathered 
leaders and experts related to each 
day’s theme to look at topics in more 
detail and to share the relevant evi-
dence, successes and data, thereby 
informing Forum delegates ahead of 
more detailed partner working ses-
sions in the afternoon. 

The overarching evidence base 
for the event was the third Global 

Tracking Framework (GTF) report, 
which was launched during the ope-
ning Wake-Up Call session on the 
first day. 

The report, produced by the Wor-
ld Bank Group and the International 
Energy Agency as part of the Sustai-
nable Energy for All Knowledge Hub, 
showed that the current pace of pro-
gress on three global energy goals 
access to electricity, renewable ener-
gy and efficiency—is not moving fast 
enough to meet 2030 targets.

To meet Sustainable Energy for 
All objectives, the Global Tracking 
Framework report estimated that re-

newable energy investment would 
need to increase by a factor of 2-3, 
while energy efficiency investment 
would need to increase by a factor of 
3-6 and a five-fold increase would be 
needed to reach universal access by 
2030.

These headline outcomes were dis-
cussed on stage with experts from 
the report and business voices, all 
agreeing that this needed to be a 
wake-up call to world leaders. Poli-
tical leadership and the need for in-
dustry to be challenged more were 
key takeaways, with suggestions that 
the bar of action needs to be raised 
three times from where we are today.

MARSHALLING THE 
EVIDENCE

Following the launch of the GTF re-
port, the subsequent Marshalling the 
Evidence session looked at the latest 
data on productivity for high-impact 
countries, focusing on the opportu-
nities, barriers, geographies and sec-
tors where we can go further, faster.

This conversation brought business, 
policy and industry leaders to-
gether, with some speakers noting 
a change—even a tipping point—in 
the energy industry’s thinking. 

Key areas discussed included:

• the transportation sector, which 
looked at the innovations over the 
past decade and the greater need to 
electrify transportation in rural areas; 

• the power sector, which looked at 
the mindshift companies have gone 
through to use more renewables, and 
the room for improvement within the 
industry; and

• the building sector, which cited 
the increased growth of popula-
tions within cities as well as energy 
efficiency and fragmentation of the 
sector being challenges. Solutions 
discussed included capacity and fi-
nancing—such as creating a market 
for energy efficient buildings, using 
codes and standards and specialized 
preparation with each government—
looking at programs after implemen-

tation and financing instruments, 
such as working with municipalities 
and small banks.

KNOWLEDGE INTO 
ACTION 

The next Knowledge into Action 
session convened leaders who are 
already using ambitious policies and 
incentives to harness the potential of 
energy efficiency. 

Within this session, participants fo-
cused on addressing why some 
countries and cities prioritize energy 
efficiency more than others, what are 
the lessons learned in raising the le-
vel of energy efficiency, and how to 
spur governments and cities towards 
making greater progress. 

The role of collaboration was a 
reoccurring theme, with speakers 
highlighting that sustainable energy 
solutions cannot be developed in 
isolation but require partnerships and 
implementation across all sectors 
if they are to proceed at the speed 
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scale. Maroš Šefčovič, Vice President 
of the European Commission for En- 
ergy  Union,  stressed  the  key  role  of 
smart public procurement in shaping 
new  lifestyles  and  smart  city  lands- 
capes. He also pinpointed energy ef- 
ficiency as the sector with the largest 
potential  for  value-adding  activity 
and job creation, with strong involve-
ment of local entrepreneurship.

THE DEEP DIVE

Three  Deep  Dive  sessions  gave  de- 
legates  a  choice  of  which  topic  to 
explore as the first morning sessions 
came to a close: Good Utility, Smart 
Policy and Towards the Bottom Line
- The Business Case for Doubling En- 
ergy Productivity.

In  the Good  Utility session,  utility 
leaders  looked  at  how  their  sector 
has made significant advances in en- 
ergy productivity and where they still 
could  increase  action  and  ambition. 
Panelists discussed the market distor- 
tion caused by subsidies, the need to

     
      
     
      
       
 
 
 
 

  
 
     
     
 
   
   
 
 
 
    
     
     
     
     
 
    

incentivize quality rather than quan- 
tity of energy generation, the intro- 
duction of regulation of distribution 
based on quality, and the creation 
of the right incentives that will lead 
to smarter and cheaper energy solu- 
tions. António Mexia, CEO, Energias 
de Portugal, stressed that the biggest 
challenge for people who have elec- 
tricity is to value its use properly.

  The  Smart Policy  session asked p- 
olicy makers how they can transform 
their  energy  and  transport  syst- 
ems while  creating  jobs  and  ec- 
onomic growth. Panelists discussed 
the challenges of  how—despite  a 
massive  projected  growth for the 
vehicle fleet—you can  create an infr- 
astructure that supports  more mob- 
ility with faster air pollution 
reduction. Suggestions put forward  
by panelists included ensuring high 
efficiency in electric vehicles, de- 
veloping storage supply chains for 
batteries and hydrogen in countries, 
establishing a carbon price, and elec- 
trifying and redesigning freight sup-

ply chains. Maroš Šefčovič, Vice Pre-
sident of the European Commission 
for Energy Union, called upon the 
organization of new mobility and the 
update of traffic regulation to antici-
pate the uptake of autonomous dri-
ving, as well as new fuel and emission 
standards for cars and trucks.

In Towards the Bottom Line - The 
Business Case for Doubling Energy 
Productivity session, industry leaders 
discussed how increasing energy pro- 
ductivity is good for their businesses 
and bottom line. Businesses said they 
have built efficiency into their manu- 
facturing and operating systems, with 
a focus on energy investments that 
will lead to payback in two to three 
years—and they are already feeling 
the reward. Panelists noted that while 
many businesses recognize the op- 
portunity of investing in efficiency, 
not enough action is happening at 
the speed that we need.

and scale we need. For many govern-
ments, efficiency is the “lowest- han-
ging fruit,” and thus the best place 
for many to start in creating sustai-
nable energy—both on the demand 
and the supply side. 

GLOBAL COVENANT OF 
MAYORS FOR CLIMATE 
AND ENERGY

The role of cities in a sustainable 
energy transition was the focus of 
the Global Covenant of Mayors for 
Climate and Energy session. This 

conversation bought together former 
mayors, diplomats and current poli-
cymakers to discuss how cities have 
often been progressive policy hubs 
that support a sustainable energy 
transition and tackle environmental 
issues their communities face.

Local governments around the wor- 
ld cited air pollution as one of the 
biggest issues, along with the de- 
velopment of sustainable transport 
systems. To address those issues, the 
European Union is currently accele-
rating the roll-out of state-of-the-art 

infrastructure  for  alternative  fuels  to 
support  the  deployment  of  low-car- 
bon  public  transportation  modes, 
including electric or hydrogen-fueled 
buses, or LNG-powered vessels.

Yet, investment in solutions that sup- 
port  sustainable  energy  and  climate 
action  is  becoming  an   increasingly 
evident priority for corpo- rates, com- 
munities and individuals for these go- 
vernments to respond. Panelists said 
they  had  increased  optimism  that 
cities  would  continue  to  invest  and 
use renewable resources at a greater
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energy access. Panelists noted that 
with RBF you can de-risk investment 
going into new markets. RBF can 
provide support and reduce financial 
risks for companies. RBF provides a 
logical system and an accessible tool 
for new, innovative companies and is 
particularly useful where market entry 
is inhibited by risks, perceived or real. 
It was noted, however, that while RBF 
is a promising part of a toolkit for new 
entrants, it is not the sole silver bullet. 
RBF provides certainty in the revenue 
stream, but that is only part of the 
picture for developing the market. A 
favorable policy and regulatory envi-
ronment is required to assist in market 
growth (e.g. if taxes, tariffs on imports 
make products too expensive, targets 
will be missed; RBF won’t help solve 
this problem). Further, businesses 
often need longer-term financing as 
they are starting up. RBF provides the 
revenue stream and helps businesses 
develop a track record; however, ac-
cess to affordable finance is still nee-

ded to establish companies. Panelists 
highlighted that RBF is essentially a 
risk mitigator that is scalable if done 
right. RBF is not a “one size fits all” 
solution: the incentives and indi-
cators for RBF need to be carefully 
designed for the local market situa-
tion to ensure the mechanism helps 
to overcome market barriers and at-
tract private financing. If donors are 
willing to “purchase results,” then 
this can be taken to commercial fun-
ders to raise finance, which panelists 
concluded is a way to scale financing 
in the energy access space.

WHAT ROLE CAN ENERGY 
PLAY IN DECARBONIZING 
THE TRANSPORT SYSTEM? 
(HOST: SLOCAT AND MICHELIN 
BIBENDUM)

The discourse on energy efficiency 
as it relates to the transport system 
has oftentimes overlooked the gains 

that could be made in the freight sec-
tor. Carbon emissions produced by 
transporting freight are on the rise. 
This session emphasized the growing 
urgency to develop joint pathways 
for enhancing energy efficiency as 
well as the production of renewable 
sources of energy and their deploy-
ment in the transport sector. Spea-
kers highlighted the importance of 
improving the fuel economy of heavy 
vehicles and pushing policymakers 
to implement regulations that either 
incentivize or require the transport 
industry—including the shipping sec-
tor—to be more efficient. It will not 
happen on its own. Reflecting on the 
unique and sometimes radical ways 
to reduce one’s carbon footprint, par-
ticipants socialized the idea of encou-
raging more people to utilize some of 
our more traditional modes of trans-
portation (i.e., using wind to power 
our boats, riding bikes instead of cars 
or just plain walking). 

PARTNER WORKING 
SESSIONS - DAY 1

Over the course of the Forum,  
SEforALL partners hosted 34 partner 
working sessions, ranging from ex-
ploring opportunities for corporate 
and government action to solu-
tions for the most vulnerable. From 
panel discussions to roundtables, 
the partner working sessions were 
designed by SEforALL Partners to 
raise awareness, advance outcomes, 
bridge public-private divides, launch 
and create new partnerships, and 
share experience and success—with 
the ultimate aim to accelerate action 
on the SEforALL objectives beyond 

the Forum.

GLOBAL TRACKING 
FRAMEWORK 2017 – A 
DEEP DIVE INTO THE 
FINDINGS 
(HOST: WORLD BANK, IEA AND 
SEforALL)

To mark the launch of the third edi-
tion of the Sustainable Energy for All 
Global Tracking Framework (GTF), 
the International Energy Agency 
(IEA), SEforALL and the UN Regional 
Economic Commissions (UNRECs) 
took an in-depth look at progress 
towards SEforALL objectives on en-
ergy access, energy efficiency and 

renewable energy over 2012-14. 
When the international community 
agreed to secure universal access 
to affordable, reliable, sustainable 
and modern energy for all by 2030, 
it opened up opportunities for a sus-
tainable energy system for everyone 
that delivers growth, development 
and competitiveness. However, while 
the GTF report shows great progress 
in many countries, the world as a 
whole is not on track for meeting the 
targets by 2030. Over 2012-14, the 
rate of progress on energy efficiency 
came close to what is needed, with 
a gradual decoupling of economic 
growth and energy consumption, but 
stronger energy efficiency policies 
are needed. Likewise, renewables 
have seen some successes—through 
solar PV and onshore wind in particu-
lar—but it is still challenging to scale 
up renewables in heat and transport, 
which represent 80 percent of glo-
bal energy consumption. And, more 
attention is needed to harness the 
potential of advanced biofuels. On 
access, the data show that progress 
with electrification has been slowing 
and a growing share of rural com-
munities in Africa are without energy 
services. The roll out of clean cooking 
solutions also lags population growth 
at a global level. The UNRECs flag-

ged issues with data sources and 
quality and the importance of having 
metrics that that can inform deci-
sions and help us advance towards 
a service-oriented energy system in 
the future. The UNRECs will explore 
these issues further at the Ministerial 
Conference at the 8th International 
Forum on Energy and Sustainable 
Development in June 2017 in Ka-
zakhstan, where they will also release 
regionally focused GTF reports. 

THE ROLE OF RESULTS 
BASED FINANCE IN 
REALIZING SUSTAINABLE 
ENERGY FOR ALL  
(HOST: SNV NETHERLANDS 
DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION 
AND THE ENERGISING 
DEVELOPMENT (ENDEV) 
PROGRAM)

Increasingly, Results-Based Financing 
(RBF) is being piloted as an innova-
tive tool to promote energy access 
in developing countries. It offers in-
centive payments based on results 
achieved to businesses that deliver 
pre-specified outputs. This session 
explored how RBF schemes are an im-
portant part of a broader toolkit that 
can help in overcoming barriers and 
accelerate market development for 

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY FOR ALL FORUM 2017
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UNDERSTANDING 
TRADITIONAL BIOMASS | 
ADDRESSING THE DATA 
CHALLENGE IN AFRICA 
(HOST: SEFORALL BIOMASS 
ACCELERATOR)

Traditional biomass is a significant 
share of modern renewable energy 
use in Africa. However, a lack of ro-
bust data on its production and use—
some estimates suggest this could be 
over-estimated by up to 50%—ham-
pers efforts to raise awareness of its 
importance for the energy agenda 
and to identify solutions for its ma-
nagement. To realize the full econo-
mic potential of biomass across the 
whole range of uses—from cooking, 
through industrial heat and power, 
to aviation—will require better data. 
It will also require strengthened po-
licy, political champions and greater 
institutional capacity at the national 
level. Better data can support greater 

sustainability, help reduce poverty, 
secure finance, restore unproductive 
land and address water challenges. 
Many organizations are working on 
biomass data: IRENA and FAO are 
collecting household consumption 
data; the GACC is conducting global 
market assessments in 25 countries; 
REN21 is looking at policy implica-
tions; and the World Bank is conduc-
ting biomass resource mapping. Par-
ticipants in the discussion agreed that 
more support is needed to make data 
gathering at the national level and its 
organization simple, easy to use and 
available to all. The roundtable on 
sustainable biomaterials indicated its 
willingness to help with this. Having 
a framework for collecting and archi-
ving data at the country level, with 
clear standards, harmonized testing, 
and processes to track the effective-
ness of solutions, could help trans-
form biomass use and modernize 
the biomass industry. SEforALL, the 

SEforALL Bioenergy High Impact Op-
portunity, UNECA and AfDB invited 
interested partners to join the Africa 
Biomass Data Initiative to better un-
derstand this issue and work together 
on a solution to support countries 
across Africa.

HOW CAN WE HEAT 
AND COOL OUR CITIES 
WITHOUT COMPROMISING 
AIR QUALITY, CLIMATE 
GOALS, ENERGY SECURITY 
AND AFFORDABILITY? 
(HOST: DANFOSS AND UN 
ENVIRONMENT, CO-CONVENORS 
OF THE DISTRICT ENERGY 
IN CITIES INITIATIVE, THE 
IMPLEMENTING MECHANISM 
OF THE DISTRICT ENERGY 
ACCELERATOR) 

This session heard from the policy-
makers of Chile and Belgrade, as 
well industry leaders ENGIE and Car-

bon Trust, on the approaches they 
are promoting in cities to meet this 
challenge. By viewing heating and 
cooling as city-level systems—just 
like transport or waste—these lea-
ders are delivering the integrated 
approaches, such as district energy, 
that can fast-track efficiency impro-
vements, unlock local renewables 
and deliver considerable benefits. 
Chile used the session to announce 
the adoption of a new district ener-
gy strategy to reduce air pollution in 
the country, backed up by $60 million 
in soft loans from the government. 
Under this strategy, one integrated 
solution being examined includes 
heat pumps, building efficiency and 
district energy and it could reduce air 
pollution from heating by 99%. Bel-
grade described its dual approach to 
sustainable heat: improving building 
efficiency and simultaneously mo-
dernizing one of the largest district 
heating systems in Europe. This dual 
approach is integral to the city’s new 
district heating strategy: from less 
than 1% renewable energy today, by 
2025 they could have switched to 
65% renewable or recovered heat, 
including waste heat from power sta-
tions, solar thermal, geothermal and 
biomass. Panelists also emphasized 
that public-private partnerships are 
essential to generate more oppor-
tunities for innovation in this sector. 
However, stakeholders must find the 
right allocation of risks in partnerships 
and ensure they have a shared vision, 
goals and clear responsibilities, all 
of which are guided by sound prin-
ciples.

ENERGY PRODUCTIVITY: 
CORPORATE EARLY 
ADOPTERS AND 
DISRUPTERS  
(HOST: ENERGY UNLOCKED)

As speaker Harry Verhaar, head of 
Global Public and Government Af-
fairs for Philips Lighting noted during 
the session, “Sustainability [is] just 
another word for innovation.” The 
workshop highlighted innovative so-
lutions that will have the biggest im-
pact on energy productivity by 2030, 
based on Energy Unlocked’s Energy 
Productivity Innovation Challenge 
(EPIC) in 2016 and its 2017 work to 
bring businesses—whether large or 
small, corporate or startup—together 
on a platform for transitioning energy 
systems. Alongside Philips, speakers 
from eMotorWerks, Centrica, LO3 
and M-PAYG shared early insights 
with participants into how new bu-
sinesses and “early adopter” corpo-
rate leaders are driving energy pro-
ductivity and climate impact, either in 
their own operations or as new offers 
for their customers. Panelists noted 
that digitalization brings together 
new value chains and enables new 
business models where energy is pro-
vided no longer as a commodity but 
as a service. The value of energy pro-
ductivity as a metric is to allow every 
market player, every company, and 
every solution to compete on equal 
footing, though energy impact will 
really take hold when solutions are 
able to scale through partnerships. 
But we are just at the beginning of a 
major shift toward demand-side solu-

tions that require new value chains to 
really drive productivity. With 100 bu-
siness models and 10 business model 
types currently on the EPIC platform, 
it is the largest energy productivity 
platform globally. In 2017, Energy 
Unlocked is calling for further adop-
tion of energy productivity commit-
ments, investments and procurement 
by corporations, growing the market 
acceleration platform to involve go-
vernments and early adopters who 
can foster new ecosystems that en-
able these innovative partnerships to 
scale.

ACCELERATING THE 
EFFICIENCY OF THE 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY  
(HOST: SEFORALL AND ENEL)

To achieve SDG7 and meet the goals 
of the Paris Agreement, the tradi-
tional electricity sector needs to be 
transformed by digitalization, decen-
tralization and electrification. We are 
faced with new challenges that are 
arising in developed and emerging 
countries: in the developed ones, we 
are witnessing an explosion in the 
number of connected power-consu-
ming devices, smart sensors, and a 
growing penetration of distributed 
energy resources; meanwhile, emer-
ging countries face the issue of provi-
ding energy access in rural areas in an 
affordable and sustainable way. Many 
utilities in the developing world are 
simply not creditworthy and struggle 
to make the investments needed to 
expand electricity networks to the 
unserved, while dedicated govern-

GOING FURTHER, FASTER - TOGETHER



SUSTAINABLE ENERGY FOR ALL FORUM 2017

1514

ment budget lines to support elec-
trification are often missing. This 
session focused on how to address 
this transition in both emerging and 
developed contexts, emphasizing 
that the energy sector must rely on 
a clear and conducive regulatory 
framework to attract, develop and 
de-risk investments to reach the elec-
trification and efficiency targets set 
by governments. Decentralization 
is key to meet electrification targets 
and increase the number of people 
having access to electricity in a more 
cost-effective and sustainable way. 
Digitalization is key to driving effi-
ciencies in the grid, enabling the ex-
change of electricity and information, 
the production and consumption of 
energy, and metering efficiencies. 
It also allows urban technologies to 
become available to rural popula-
tions and will facilitate management 
of the complexity of integrating grid/
decentralized solutions. To reap the 
benefits of digitalization, clear poli-
cies and regulations are required to 
enable the private sector to become 
partners with the public sector to de-
liver universal access. There are signi-
ficant job opportunities through an 
increased electricity supply and com-
panies are playing critical roles in trai-
ning for the electricity trade. There is 
also a need for increased awareness 
and capacity within governments on 
decentralized solutions, in order to 
become part of integrated energy 
planning and implementation. For 
market activation, government, civil 
society and the private sector must 
come together and recognize a need 

for facilitation between CSOs (and 
demonstrate interest in energy po-
verty) and the private sector—spe-
cifically that CSOs need to move 
from the concept of energy “benefi-
ciaries” to “consumers.” During the 
session, the need for and importance 
of a new Electrification Accelerator 
were highlighted. To this aim, Enel 
will work in partnership with SEforALL 
and other key partners to accelerate 
universal access to affordable, re-
liable and modern energy services.

INDUSTRIAL ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY: EXPERIENCE, 
BEST PRACTICES AND HIGH 
IMPACT OPPORTUNITIES IN 
INDIA AND CHINA  
(HOST: COPENHAGEN CENTER ON 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY) 

Industrial energy efficiency improve-
ments hold huge promise for readily 
accessible, cost-effective energy sa-
vings and emissions reductions with 
multiple benefits for businesses and 
society. This session highlighted the 
recent success stories and high-im-
pact opportunities for increasing the 
energy efficiency of industry in the 
enormous emerging markets of Chi-
na and India, which have major po-
tential for contributing to the 2-de-
gree goal. China and India have seen 
a sizable uptake of energy efficiency 
measures in industry, driven in large 
part by effective energy efficiency re-
gulations and policies that mandated 
energy efficiency targets across diffe-
rent industries—particularly those in-
dustries that are energy-intense, such 

as cement, steel and chemicals. For 
example, a study recently released by 
the Copenhagen Centre, Good Prac-
tice and Success Stories on Energy Ef-
ficiency in China, indicated that after 
a series of supportive energy efficien-
cy policies were implemented, ener-
gy efficiency penetration increased 
from 20 percent to 40 percent among 
industrial companies between 2005 
and 2014. In India, energy efficien-
cy target setting for industrial enter-
prises and a market-based mecha-
nism of “Perform, Achieve, and 
Trade” Scheme has proven to be 
very successful in speeding up ener-
gy efficiency improvements among 
large energy-intensive industries. In-
ternational technical assistance has 
been a critical element in supporting 
the design and implementation of 
country-specific, effective regulatory 
frameworks. Germany has provided 
some close technical support to In-
dia during the design and imple-
mentation of their industrial energy 
efficiency policy. The session ended 
with a presentation about internatio-
nal cooperation to facilitate business 
sector engagement in industrial en-
ergy efficiency improvement. To ex-
pand energy efficiency investment, 
it is necessary to create sustainable 
investment opportunities and viable 
financing solutions—including using 
public/donor resources effectively to 
unlock private investment and then 
transition to commercial financing 
without the need for further support. 
To get to the “next level” in energy 
efficiency, there needs to be a focus 
on innovation and deeper de-carbo-

nization in industry, while at the same 
time supporting energy efficiency 
across small- and medium-sized en-
terprises, which also represent enor-
mous potential in the form of energy 
savings. The panel’s discussion was 
based on two recently released stu-
dies from the Copenhagen Centre on 
Energy Efficiency: Good Practice and 
Success Stories on Energy Efficiency 
in China and Good Practice and Suc-
cess Stories on Energy Efficiency in 
India.

OVERCOMING THE BAR-
RIERS TO CLEAN ENERGY 
MINI-GRID DEPLOYMENT  
(HOST: EDP - ENERGIAS DE PORTU-
GAL S.A.)

Clean Energy Mini-Grids provide 
a fast, efficient, and cost-effective 
means of providing sustained energy 
access to populations where distance 

from the grid is too large and the 
population density too low to eco-
nomically justify a grid connection. 
Despite this, the rate of deployment 
remains lower than what is needed to 
achieve SDG7. This session explored 
two of the main barriers impeding 
progress: the regulatory framework 
and financing. From a regulato-
ry perspective, panelists empha-
sized the need for more transparent 
processes and simplified licensing 
procedures. Panelists emphasized 
that standards are critical for addres-
sing the challenges of national grid 
extension integration and protecting 
against stranded assets. While many 
mini-grids have been successful, 
there is not a proven business model 
and therefore they are not attracting 
financing. More efforts are needed 
to de-risk mini-grid investment, such 
as aggregated vehicles which could 
help reach minimum investment sizes 

considered by large investors, such 
as the Microgrid Investment Accele-
rator launched at the Forum. To en-
sure a united, responsible leadership 
for delivering clean energy mini-grids 
to market, the Clean Energy Mi-
ni-Grids Partnership will be establi-
shed as a formal delivery partner for  
SEforALL to share knowledge, bring 
the partners together and overco-
me the barriers to clean energy mi-
ni-grids deployment in a unified way.

INCREASING ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY MARKETS IN 
LATIN AMERICA AND THE 
CARIBBEAN  
(HOST: INTER-AMERICAN 
DEVELOPMENT BANK)

The 2016 Latin American and Carib-
bean (LAC) SEforALL Energy Week 
identified energy efficiency as a signi-
ficant, if yet largely untapped energy 
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resource for the region, providing 
the cleanest, cheapest and fastest 
solution to meet growing energy de-
mand. This session explored oppor-
tunities and international, intra- and 
inter-regional experiences with a 
view to identifying how to overcome 
barriers and take forward an “energy 
efficiency first” approach across the 
region. Energy efficiency was posi-
tioned as the “prosperity fuel” in that 
it is not just about saving energy but 
doing more with greater efficiency. 
The region’s economic and social 
development requires more goods 
and services, which require more 
power and other energy services. 
Just expanding energy supply, even 
solely through renewables, is not the 
optimal solution. Increasing the pro-
ductivity of energy is also needed 
to provide more goods and services 
to increase standards of living in a 
sustainable manner. Energy efficien-
cy can provide this increase in pro-
ductivity to fuel the region’s future 
prosperity. Panelists emphasized that 
regulatory frameworks are critical to 
scale efficiency and that in the case of 
LAC, the design and implementation 
of such frameworks tend to take a lot 
of time to put in place. Building poli-
tical will and leadership commitment 
are therefore imperative. Moreover, 
robust planning with concrete goals 
for energy efficiency sends mea-
ningful signals to the market. Ope-
rationalizing incentive frameworks is 
dependent upon government capa-
city. A number of successful models 
in LAC have been characterized by a 
specialized energy efficiency agency 

that is competent on both technolo-
gy and financing. Local commercial 
banks are also important conduits 
for financing and when supported 
by capacity building can evolve into 
effective channels to support private 
investment. As energy efficiency has 
advanced, standards-setting beco-
mes ever more important. Looking 
forward, municipalities/cities are 
going to be a critical part of the so-
lution; special attention should be 
given to providing capacity building 
to cities to enable them to design 
and implement “cities of the future” 
and effectively target energy efficient 
street lighting, water pumping and 
transportation opportunities. Private 
investment is also essential and local 
financial institutions are important to 
engage, particularly for small, loca-
lized investments.

HOW SUPER-EFFICIENT 
APPLIANCES CAN CHANGE 
THE FACE OF ENERGY 
ACCESS  
(HOST: CLASP, GLOBAL LEAP, UN 
FOUNDATION)

Super-efficient appliances are a ra-
pidly increasing focus in efforts to ex-
pand energy access and deliver the 
modern energy services that trans-
form lives and livelihoods. This ses-
sion highlighted the growing aware-
ness of the importance of appliances 
to energy access goals and discussed 
recent progress in development of 
the market for super-efficient, off-grid 
appliances. The session began with a 
brief presentation on how super-effi-

cient appliances can reduce the costs 
of off-grid energy, while enabling 
off-grid energy systems to deliver 
more energy services. Panelists then 
discussed how off-grid energy com-
panies now view super-efficient ap-
pliances as integral to the design and 
deployment of off-grid energy sys-
tems, including both solar home sys-
tems and, increasingly, mini-grids. Su-
per-efficient, off-grid appliances now 
constitute an important and growing 
component of the off-grid market, 
allowing companies to expand their 
businesses and develop entirely new 
business models based on the types 
of services these appliances can pro-
vide. Panelists also issued a call to go-
vernments and donor organizations to 
devote more resources to support the 
market for super-efficient appliances. 
This investment will be necessary to 
catalyze further growth in the market. 

INCREASING PRIVATE 
SECTOR COMPETITIVENESS 
THROUGH ENERGY 
MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 
(ENMS)  
(HOST: UNIDO AND CARBON 
TRUST)

The session identified the drivers for 
the early adopters of energy manage-
ment systems and the many barriers 
that need to be tackled to ensure a 
more global uptake. There are four 
key factors for the promotion of En-
ergy Management Systems: strength 
of management commitment, avai-
lability of data, communication and 
engagement across the company, and 

effective monitoring and auditing. 
Panelists noted that the role of Small 
and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) must 
be recognized and understood, gi-
ven they account for 30% of industrial 
energy use and represent a huge op-
portunity for energy savings. If SMEs 
don’t become more energy efficient, 
reaching the sustainability goals will 
prove extremely difficult. While imple-
menting energy efficiency standards 
is necessary, more is needed. Energy 
efficiency experts must acquire buy-in 
from a company’s management group 
to achieve the results we are seeking. 
Without motivated management and 
personnel, achieving our sustainability 
goals will prove challenging. 

FINANCING URBAN 
BUILDING EFFICIENCY  
(HOST: SEFORALL BUILDING 
EFFICIENCY ACCELERATOR)

In 2016, 23 cities worked with the 
Building Efficiency Accelerator (BEA) 
to formulate building efficiency poli-
cy commitments, demonstration pro-
jects and tracking approaches. These 
cities now need financing and private 
sector engagement to bring their 
commitments to fruition. This session 
saw city leaders pitch project propo-
sals to financial institutional leaders 
with finance mechanisms that could 
be leveraged by cities or building 
owners seeking investments in buil-
ding efficiency. The ensuing dialogue 
identified gaps and opportunities for 
the BEA and partners to assist cities 
with additional project preparation to 
help the city projects become inves-
tor ready. Panelists highlighted that 
in the aggregate, energy efficiency is 
an enormous opportunity and there 
are institutional investors who have an 
appetite for this space. But there is a 

mismatch in the market: it’s very hard 
to get energy efficiency “capital mar-
kets” ready because energy efficiency 
is highly fragmented by categories like 
technology and property type. Addi-
tionally, there is often an almost singu-
lar focus on the energy performance 
data of those projects, but financiers 
are more interested in data about the 
likelihood of being repaid, which may 
have nothing to do with the energy 
performance of the building. Data 
needs to be collected, therefore, to 
help make the business case. On the 
push for energy efficiency standards: 
keep it simple. Panelists noted that 
the trap countries and cities fall into is 
to be very prescriptive on standards. 
Instead, focus on outcomes and let 
people figure out how to get there, 
putting public effort and money into 
data and monitoring.
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DAY 2
GET IT TOGETHER: INTEGRATING CENTRALIZED AND 
DECENTRALIZED ENERGY SYSTEMS

The second day of the Forum was 
under the theme Get It Together: 
Integrating Centralized and Decen-
tralized Energy Systems, looking at 
the opportunity of centralized and 
decentralized solutions. 

THE WAKE-UP CALL

A Wake-Up Call opened the day 
again, as Rachel Kyte was joined by 
Zouera Youssoufou, Managing Direc-
tor and CEO of Dangote Foundation, 
to discuss the role of Africa in secu-
ring Sustainable Development Goal 
7. Africa is a high-impact region and 
both speakers stressed that for it to 

secure the strong development it vi-
tally needs, African entrepreneurs, 
businesses and banks must be invol-
ved directly, that this development 
does not come from outside the 
continent. Good governance was 
also recognized as a major issue, 
along with the lack of women repre-
sented within the energy sector, mea-
ning their voices are not sufficiently 
reflected at the local, city and country 
levels. . To create an integrated en-
ergy system, this must dramatical-
ly change and peer-to-peer rela-
tionships will be required to support 
its growth. It was also noted that Asia 
and Africa—regions of focus within 

this session—will not follow the same 
path used by the more industrialized 
world but their future progress is key 
if we are to achieve SDG7. 

MARSHALLING THE 
EVIDENCE

The following Marshalling the Evi-
dence session continued this discus-
sion, looking at the latest data on 
access to electrification and clean 
cooking for high-impact countries 
and what more needs to be done to 
ensure we go further and faster to 
meet the objective of universal ac-
cess by 2030.
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After a short animation using Glo-
bal Tracking Framework data, which 
showed the progress in closing the 
energy access gap, panelists dis-
cussed the variety of barriers that 
stop progress going at the speed and 
scale we need in increasing access 
and what can be done to tear down 
those barriers: from encouraging the 
cookstove market to highlight its po-
sitive impacts on the environment, 
gender and poverty alleviation as 
well as the widely known health be-
nefits to discussing the role of crea-
ting markets through direct support 
to private-sector companies through 
access to debt or equity, or the sup-
port of financial institutions that em-
power entrepreneurs.

KNOWLEDGE INTO ACTION

Many leaders are already embra-
cing renewable energy solutions and 
the Knowledge into Action session 

looked at how they are using am-
bitious policies and incentives—or 
business models—to harness the 
potential of renewable energy as we 
move to a decarbonized future and 
achievement of the SEforALL objec-
tives. 

The conversation had a particular 
focus on Latin America and the Ca-
ribbean, a region that has significant 
potential in growth with outstanding 
resources and a position at the lea-
ding edge of reduced renewable en-
ergy prices. The region has already 
started to implement solutions for 
climate change, particularly as re-
newable energy provides a better 
solution than historical diesel gene-
ration. The key now will be ensuring 
that as many low-cost renewable en-
ergy projects are developed there as 
quickly as possible. 

THE DEEP DIVE 

Three Deep Dive sessions—Now 
We’re Cooking, Making connections 
and Country Action—gave delegates 
options on which topic to explore as 
the first morning sessions came to a 
close.

In the Now We’re Cooking session, 
global leaders and experts discussed 
how we can secure clean cooking 
for just over 3 billion people in 14 
years. Panelists discussed how clean 
cooking has been given more atten-
tion now—54 countries included plans 
for this within their INDCs submitted 
ahead of the Paris Agreement—and 
yet the need for measurement and 
data remains. Ongoing challenges 
include the lack of fit into a specific 
government or donor area of focus, 
inaccessible financing for the smal-
ler amounts that are needed, and 
an investment environment in each 
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country that is unpredictable, with 
an uneven playing field due to the 
lack of incentives or tariffs on clean 
cooking parts and stoves. Gender 
was also discussed heavily, given that 
women and children are dispropor-
tionately affected among those who 
do not have access to clean cooking. 
To support the clean cooking initia-
tive and ensure progress at the speed 
and scale needed, it was suggested 
that governments to do something 
different over the next few years, 

trying a bottom-up rather than a top-
down approach.

Energy leaders talked about the 
challenges of—and opportunities 
for—connecting centralized and de-
centralized energy systems in the 
Making Connections session. Spea-
kers agreed that both centralized and 
decentralized systems have a role to 
play in providing access to the 1.06 
billion people who do not have ac-
cess to energy. And, while the private 
sector is less interested in develo-

ping rural electrification, speakers 
suggested it can be more successful-
ly involved through partnerships to 
ensure operation and maintenance. 
Anchor loads, business models 
and community engagement were 
all suggested as three key factors 
to help ensure more commercially 
viable systems,. 

For the Country Action session, lea- 
ders talked about the successes and 
barriers they face in securing modern 
energy services for their citizens. 
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An example of the stark differences 
between Chinese and European mar-
kets was discussed, asserting that 
while both prioritized a concerted 
introduction of renewables, this im-
pacted their economies differently 
and flexibility was key. For countries 
to continue to attract investment in 
renewables, speakers emphasized 
the role of political stability and wil-
lingness to establish an enabling 
environment, cost-reflective tariffs 
that account for the variability of re-

newable energy, and a respect for 
the rule of law. Many countries want 
to continue to diversify their energy 
mix but need to be connected to 
new stakeholders and best practices 
from different sectors and countries if 
they are to support the pace needed 
to achieve SDG7. Roberto Ridolfi, 
Director for Sustainable Growth and 
Development at the European Com-
mission’s Directorate for Internatio-
nal Cooperation and Development, 
illustrated the need for tailored so-

lutions towards financing for energy 
access through the example of the 
EU-funded ElectriFI initiative, which 
provides de-risking for financing of 
mini-grid projects and solar home 
systems, or the EU External Invest-
ment Plan, which encourages invest-
ments in Africa. The European Union 
has allocated €3.7 billion to sustai-
nable energy over 2014-2020, aiming 
at enabling energy access for 40 mil-
lion people.



SUSTAINABLE ENERGY FOR ALL FORUM 2017

22

PARTNER WORKING 
SESSIONS - DAY 2

FINANCE FLOWS FOR 
ENERGY ACCESS: ARE THE 
RIGHT LEVELS OF FINANCE 
FLOWING?  
(HOST: SEFORALL, CLIMATE POLICY 
INITIATIVE, WORLD BANK, AFRICAN 
DEVELOPMENT BANK, PRACTICAL 
ACTION CONSULTING)

Access to finance is cited as one of 
the core barriers to accelerating en-
ergy access. In an effort to unlock 
the necessary levels of investment, 
SEforALL is working with the World 
Bank, Climate Policy Initiative, the 
African Development Bank and Prac-

tical Action Consulting to develop a 
comprehensive inventory of where fi-
nance is flowing across the Multi-Tier 
Framework in the top 20 high-impact 
countries for access to electricity and 
clean cooking and whether these 
flows meet the financing needs and 
absorptive capacity of those seeking 
to close the access gap. The aim is to 
update this exercise on a regular ba-
sis to provide a measure of progress 
towards levels and kinds of invest-
ment needed to close access gaps, 
and what more needs to be done. 
The session sought to solicit feedback 
on the approach, methodology, data 

and stakeholders’ needs and per-
ceived challenges to ensure its rele-
vance and usability, and that we meet 
the overall project goal—to inform 
decision makers on how to mobilize 
the most effective and appropriate 
financing required to deliver energy 
access by 2030. Panelists emphasized 
that through this work, we want to 
move from just having concepts to 
seeing investments. Early results sug-
gest that Overseas Development As-
sistance is not focused on where we 
need it to have the greatest impact 
on the greatest number of people—
in high-impact countries. Further, it 
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is clear that market maturity and the 
geopolitical context matters: in Kenya, 
for example, the only debt that has 
started to emerge is in crowdfunding 
mechanisms. Companies are reluctant 
to go to local banks and local banks 
are reluctant to lend, while consumer 
finance is beginning to grow rapidly 
and is likely to become an important 
catalyst in the years ahead. There was 
a call to participants to work with the 
partners undertaking this work—to 
provide their feedback and highlight 
any data sources which may be useful 
for the database and analysis ahead 
of launching this body of work in Sep-
tember this year.

MORE THAN A 
CONNECTION: 
CROWDSOURCING DATA TO 
ASSESS AND IMPROVE THE 
QUALITY OF ELECTRICITY 
SUPPLY  
(HOST: WRI)

Grid supply in many developing 
countries is struggling to keep up with 
demand, resulting in unreliable and 
inadequate electricity service. Inno-
vative solutions like decentralized re-
newable energy and energy efficiency 
can be integrated into traditional grid 
services to help solve the problem. 
Open, granular, and credible data on 
the quality of supply are key to cata-
lyzing discussion about what actions 
can be taken, who will benefit from 
them, and how results of investments 
can be monitored. This session ex-
plored stakeholders’ experiences with 
collecting data on the quality of sup-

ply and improving access to electricity 
along multiple dimensions. The pane-
lists noted that technology for data 
is no longer a barrier and, therefore, 
there is no excuse for not having data 
in the public domain. The purpose of 
crowdsourcing data to assess quality 
of electricity supply is to provide evi-
dence to the government on how the 
electricity supply is performing and 
what improvements can be made. 
There is government will to achieve 
energy access and they are interested 
in data to evaluate their projects and 
to feed data into the development 
of future projects. It is important to 
note that the value is the entire sys-
tem around the device collecting 
data—not the device (that’s just a 
piece of hardware)—therefore, the 
entire enabling environment must be 
created for data to be successful. The 
enabling environment includes the 
consumers who need to buy into the 
idea that this data will help them and 
is valuable. It also must include the 
utility; buy-in from the utility means 
you’re not surprising them with unex-
pected results. The next hurdle in the 
sector is getting mini-grid data to be 
transparent, so that the market can 
take off.

RENEWABLES GLOBAL 
FUTURES: GREAT 
DEBATES TOWARDS 100% 
RENEWABLE ENERGY  
(HOST: REN21)

While there may be general agree-
ment that we need to decarbonize 
our energy system, there is no one 

way to achieve this; what works in one 
country does not necessarily work in 
another. Finding solutions for some 
sectors is easier than for others. This 
session provided a full spectrum 
of views as to whether getting to a 
100% renewables by mid-century is 
a pipe dream or not, resting on the 
views of 114 renowned energy ex-
perts from every region of the world. 
More than 70% of the experts inter-
viewed consider a global transition 
to 100% renewable energy to be 
both feasible and realistic, with Eu-
ropean and Australian experts most 
strongly supporting this view. There 
is an overwhelming consensus that 
renewable power will dominate in the 
future, with many noting that even 
large international corporations are 
increasingly choosing renewable en-
ergy products, either from utilities 
or through direct investment in their 
own generating capacity. Numerous 
companies, regions, islands and ci-
ties have set 100% renewable en-
ergy targets. Extensive discussions 
and debates are needed about both 
the opportunities and challenges of 
achieving a 100% renewable energy 
future by mid-century. Only by ful-
ly understanding the challenges and 
engaging in informed debate about 
how to overcome them can govern-
ments adopt the right policies and 
financial incentives to accelerate the 
pace of deployment. There is also an 
urgent need to start building the ade-
quate infrastructure for enabling such 
a decentralized sustainable energy 
future. The session was the first in a 
series of regional conversations about 
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the feasibility of a 100% renewable 
energy future.

ACCELERATING THE 
TRANSFORMATION OF THE 
ENERGY SECTOR  
(HOST: IRENA)

Doubling the share of renewable 
energy in the global energy mix is 
crucial to meet the decarboniza-
tion and sustainable development 
goals. A combination of decreasing 
costs, improving technology and 
enabling policies has driven an ac-
celerated deployment of renewable 
energy technologies over the past 
decade. Ramping up deployment 
further across the power, transport 
and heating/cooling sectors will re-
quire concerted efforts to overcome 
challenges. On the basis of IRENA’s 
2017 Rethinking Energy publication, 
the session explored these challen-
ges in both access and non-access 
contexts, and stimulated discussions 
on measures needed to address 
them. In the access context, with the 
participation of Nepal and the incu-
bator Selco India, it was highlighted 
that there is a need to look at deli-
very services (e.g., for health, educa-
tion, agriculture) rather than just kWs 
or kWhs. Off-grid renewable energy 
solutions are an effective tool to deli-
ver these services in rural areas while 
promoting rural entrepreneurship 
and enabling the poor to become 
asset owners—all of which can create 
tremendous economic activity at the 
local level. In the non-access context, 
it was highlighted that the renewable 

energy market is growing extremely 
fast in the power sector and expe-
rience from the Netherlands and 
Denmark shows that high shares of 
variable renewable energy can be 
integrated in the power system in an 
efficient way. The recent experience 
of the UAE with the lowest price in 
the PV auction was highlighted as an 
example of the dramatically decrea-
sing costs of renewables, in particular 
wind and solar. Decentralized ener-
gy solutions were also highlighted 
as game changers: there is a new 
role for consumers, network opera-
tors and utilities, as well as for new 
players, such as aggregators. 

DELIVERING SUSTAINABLE 
ENERGY IN A CHANGING 
CLIMATE (HOST: UNITED 
NATIONS DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMME)

Energy is central to economic de-
velopment, social progress and 
environmental sustainability, and 
progress towards many of the 
SDGs—including poverty eradica-
tion, better health and education, 
women empowerment, clean water, 
and food security—depends on the 
energy goal. Moreover, achieving cli-
mate targets as outlined in countries’ 
Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDCs) will also remain unmet wit-
hout energy sector transformation. 
This session therefore explored how 
to advance these intertwined ener-
gy, climate and development goals 
through innovative business models 
and approaches to unlock finance, 

integrated approaches and strong 
partnerships. The session also saw 
UNDP announce the release of its 
Sustainable Energy Strategy Note, 
2017-2021: Delivering Sustainable 
Energy in a Changing Climate, which 
outlines UNDP’s vision, mission, ap-
proach, guiding principles and focus 
in the area of sustainable energy, 
including the critical role that sus-
tainable energy plays in advancing 
major outcomes in the post-2015 
agenda. Panelists emphasized that 
we must continue to work with go-
vernment partners to create a policy 
environment to reduce risk for the 
private sector to dive into energy 
investment and help scale to large 
projects with bigger impacts. With so 
many potential actors in the energy 
sustainability space, it’s important to 
focus on complementary efforts and 
coordinate with other partners to 
ensure a greater impact. Moreover, 
panelists emphasized that putting in 
place standards is the easiest part of 
the response: It’s compliance and en-
forcement that are the most difficult. 
We must convince people that new 
energy technology will help improve 
their work process and daily lives. Pa-
nelists acknowledged that any grand 
strategy to address energy sustaina-
bility must include Africa—if not, we 
will fall short of our goals. 

DRIVING INNOVATIVE 
FINANCING TO SCALE THE 
COOKSTOVES AND FUELS 
SECTOR  
(HOST: GACC)
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Businesses in the clean cooking sec-
tor require long-term investment to 
increase production capacity, expand 
distribution reach, finance working 
capital and build management teams. 
Unfortunately, this capital has histori-
cally been lacking as these compa-
nies face difficult growth paths that 
deliver non-risk-adjusted returns, and 
therefore do not fit the requirements 
of commercial banks, development 
finance institutions or even many im-
pact investors. However, the sector is 
beginning to mature and perceptions 
are changing as innovative tech-
nologies and commercial business 
models are spurring sector growth. 
According to the panelists, the major 
market barriers for cookstoves and 
fuels businesses are the interrelated 

challenges associated with afforda-
bility and demand creation. For this 
market to scale, distribution channels 
to the last mile will need to mature, 
consumer finance will be a critical fac-
tor, and mobile money is likely to play 
a significant role given that much of 
the target customer base is “unban-
ked” and cannot afford products on 
a cash basis. The panel noted that 
distributed electrification solutions 
are far more mature from a financing 
perspective, with individual pay-as-
you-go solar companies attracting 
more capital in one year than the co-
hort of leading cookstoves and fuels 
businesses have in the past five years. 
Innovative business models and tech-
nological advancements must conti-
nue to be developed and financed 

by risk-tolerant, early-stage investors 
and venture philanthropists if clean 
cooking solutions are to scale-up and 
SDG7 is to be achieved.

LEVERAGING THE 
TRILEMMA | THE 
PROMISE OF INTEGRATED 
ELECTRIFICATION 
PLANNING  
(HOST: WORLD ENERGY COUNCIL)

The challenge of scaling the potential 
of distributed energy sources (DER) is 
at the core of the power sector trans-
formation. Building on six years of 
analyzing and ranking the sustaina-
bility of energy systems around the 
world, the 2017 Energy Trilemma 
dialogue focuses on the innovative 
deployment and integration of dis-
tributed energy into existing power 
systems and the fundamental shift in 
thinking required from governments, 
regulators, producers, consumers 
and the finance sector. This session 
highlighted that a variety of models 
have succeeded in various parts of 
the world, but local contexts are key 
for any success. Panelists highlighted 
that the cost of storage remains the 
main factor to make systems more af-
fordable than they are already, while 
local capacity to also handle all as-
pects of rollout will be a crucial barrier 
to scale and hence to achieving ac-
cess targets. Non-tariff trade barriers 
were also identified to be a potential 
brake to the implementation of off-
grid systems and an area that regu-
lators could look at from a regional 
perspective. Panelists concluded that 
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balancing security, affordability and 
sustainability (the three dimensions 
of the trilemma triangle) are crucial 
to achieving the SEforALL objectives. 
Conclusions from both the workshop 
and from a series of interviews with 
key DER actors held at the SEforALL 
Forum marketplace will be unveiled 
in September in the 2017 World En-
ergy Trilemma report. The report will 
provide a concrete path of action to 
facilitate the integrated electrification 
planning that is required to secure ac-
cess to sustainable energy for all. 

UNLOCKING INVESTMENT 
FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
AND ACCESS IN 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES  
(HOST: CLIMATE POLICY 
INITIATIVE)

Finance is a key challenge to scaling 
up energy efficiency and sustainable 
energy access in developing coun-
tries. While the capital exists, redi-
recting investment from high-carbon 

to low-carbon pathways requires in-
novative solutions that balance risks 
and returns and appeal to the private 
sector. This session showcased ap-
proaches and financial instruments 
drawn from the Global Innovation 
Lab for Climate Finance and related 
programs that have the potential to 
drive billions of dollars in investment 
by addressing persistent barriers to 
investment. The Investor Confidence 
Project, a 2016 Fire Awards winner 
sponsored by the Environmental De-
fense Fund, addresses the barriers 
associated with the small size of indi-
vidual investments, especially at the 
residential and small-scale commer-
cial levels, and the lack of standar-
dization leading to high transaction 
costs, through standardized design 
of energy efficiency projects, so that 
aggregation is facilitated. The Rocke-
feller Foundation’s “Smart Power for 
World Development” program fo-
cuses on energy efficiency as a tool 
for economic development by taking 
a holistic approach incorporating 
policy, access to finance and market 

stimulation. The narrow geographic 
focus and breadth of interventions 
is built on a premise that working on 
one front only will not move markets. 
“Pay As You Go Solar,” another 2016 
Fire winner and championed by the 
World Bank, was also showcased. 
It seeks to standardize key perfor-
mance indicators for distributed solar 
through applying data analytics, in 
efforts to scale finance to the sec-
tor by addressing perceived risks 
of investors. While some risks may 
be perceived only, some risks are 
real—such as foreign exchange fluc-
tuations. “The long-term FX risk mi-
tigation instrument,” a 2015 Lab ins-
trument being implemented by TCX, 
addresses foreign exchange risks on 
a global basis to support local bor-
rowers, with the support of patient 
public sector capital. Finally, cKers Fi-
nance of India, which operates in the 
rapidly expanding sectors of energy 
efficiency and clean energy in India, 
is developing standards for “sustai-
nable energy bonds,” a sub-class of 
green bonds/climate bonds that will 
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help scale project finances for decen-
tralized renewable energy solutions. 
It is being incubated by the India In-
novation Lab for Green Finance.

THE BARRIERS TO AND 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
UNLEASHING OFF-GRID 
SOLUTIONS TO DELIVER 
A SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 
FUTURE  
(HOST: ZAYED ENERGY FUTURE 
PRIZE)

Delivering on the Paris Climate 
Agreement and the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals will require all sec-
tions of society to play their part. 
Zayed Future Energy Prize winners 
are making an invaluable contribu-
tion to achieving these aims by de-
ploying clean technology and using 
sustainable actions to create positive 
societal benefits for more than 289 
million people since 2009. Featuring 
members of the Zayed Future Ener-
gy Prize’s international community of 
winners, finalists and stakeholders, 
the session presented the challenges 
that organizations face in delivering 
successful, value-for-money, off-grid 
energy solutions to the “last mile.” 
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
acknowledged the need to change 
its focus, business models and len-
ding products in order to support off-
grid access. In 2016, ADB invested 
$700 million in energy access (out of 
$5 billion; only 14%), with 110 million 
people benefiting, but most of this 
was grid-related. The ADB realizes 
that 60% of the remaining unelectri-

fied population will require off-grid 
solutions, so ADB needs to change 
its focus/business models by moving 
away from large state-owned utilities 
and working more with the private 
sector and civil society. The discus-
sants presented three key summa-
tions:

1. We don’t talk enough about fai- 
lures; there is an increased need for 
tolerance of innovation and what 
we have learned. We need to move 
away from the “off-grid” label, which 
sounds diminished; decentralized so- 
lutions can offer speed, quality and a 
level of access that provides appro- 
priate and affordable energy for mil- 
lions, which the grid will not. Panelists 
are tired of hearing “we need innova- 
tive business models; we need inno- 
vative finance.” We have them! How 
the finance community adapts, repli- 
cates and scales the great examples 
of business models that work is the 
needed focus, including innovation 
in market activation and ecosystem 
development, with a collective CSO 
and private sector voice. There is a 
growing need for the private sector 
and the charity sector to meet in the 
middle.

2. The private sector is used to wor- 
king in tough places but it can’t over- 
come bad tariff structures, giveaways 
and poor policy frameworks. It needs 
a marketplace that drives scale. We 
have to change the mindset, so that 
energy is part of other sector pro- 
jects; especially for multilateral de- 
velopment banks, integrating energy 
into health, economic development, 

and poverty alleviation may make 
project loan size something they can 
finance.

3. Commercial money and commer- 
cial players are not the only actors 
who can deliver universal energy ac- 
cess. Philanthropic and public finance 
is also required to ensure energy jus- 
tice and there is still a role for the pu- 
blic sector and CSOs

FROM PLANS TO ACTIONS 
– AFRICA’S EXPERIENCE 
IN IMPLEMENTING THE 
SEFORALL INITIATIVE 
(HOST: AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT 
BANK)

This session presented the outco- 
me of the SEforALL Africa Workshop 
held in Abidjan during the week 
be- fore the NY Forum. It noted the 
ad- vancement of SEforALL Action 
Agen- das and Investment Prospec-
tuses in Africa and discussed the 
implemen- tation arrangements for 
SEforALL at the country level, parti-
cularly in terms of implementation 
structures, coordination among na-
tional and international partners and 
project development and execution. 
Pane- lists highlighted the mobiliza-
tion of stakeholders around SEfo-
rALL in many African countries and 
stressed the importance of long-term 
country engagement, particularly the 
need for high-level political buy-in 
and strong country ownership of the 
vi- sion and priority actions contained 
in the Action Agendas. It was  sug-
gested that country-wide, coordi- 
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nated support packages—or country 
compacts— assuring long-term sup- 
port to the country, linked to clear 
commitments and flexible enough to 
respond to changing conditions and 
needs, are likely to yield better results 
than various stand-alone projects. 
The session underscored the impor- 
tance for countries to put in place,   
if not already available, appropriate 
structures to assure the continuous 
stakeholder engagement, the coor- 
dination of activities, the continuous 
development of Investment Prospec- 
tus projects and their follow-up, as 
well as monitoring, evaluation and 
reporting. Such structures—i.e., a se- 
cretariat or delivery unit—should be 
adapted to local conditions and ins- 
titutional frameworks, linked to the 
SDG process, and properly staffed 
and budgeted by the country, with 
eventual additional financial support 
from development partners. The ses- 
sion also exchanged on the need for 
innovative financing instruments to 
be deployed to increase the involve-
ment of the private sector in Africa’s 

energy sector and, in this regard, also 
underlined the importance of mobi- 
lization of African sources of capital.

SILICON VALLEY CLEAN 
ENERGY TECH CHALLENGE  
(HOST: US DEPARTMENT OF STATE)

Universal access to energy cannot be 
achieved through public or private 
sector action alone. The two must 
work together to achieve the scale 
necessary to bring electricity to the 
over one billion people who lack it. 
Public-private partnerships can sti-
mulate technological innovations 
to overcome energy access barriers 
and public funds can be used to de-
risk projects and leverage private fi-
nance. This session explored how the 
US State Department’s Silicon Valley 
Clean Energy Tech Challenge brings 
together Bay Area technology com-
panies working in the clean energy 
space to design solutions to overco-
me six challenges in the energy ac-
cess space: battery storage, metering 
and monitoring, efficient appliances, 

business models, off-the shelf and 
open-source components, and gene-
rating demand and awareness. The 
Challenge has created a fruitful space 
for public/private partnerships on en-
ergy access to grow, while reducing 
duplication of efforts and increasing 
efficiency. Panelists noted that using 
partnerships to develop great open 
source data and new disruptive tech-
nologies are some of the best ways 
to scale energy access initiatives—
but they must involve local actors, 
otherwise donors end up with “white 
elephant” projects. Governments 
can play a crucial role as a convener 
for private institutions and nonprofits 
to generate ideas to tackle energy 
issues; however, the problems must 
be defined clearly in order to crowd-
source innovation and find local so-
lutions that address people’s energy 
needs. 

FROM GLOBAL TO LOCAL: 
GREEN ENERGY FINANCE 
IN AFRICAN POWER  
(HOST: POWER AFRICA AND GO-
GLA)

Power development initiatives have 
sought to utilize creative ways to 
blend private and public capital to 
foster infrastructure and off-grid 
development, and to facilitate the 
growth of sustainable power sectors 
throughout sub-Saharan Africa—
particularly through public-private 
partnerships. This session explored 
how public-private partnerships are 
being used to develop and finance 
local SMEs and local financial institu-
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tions in this sector. Panelists empha-
sized that it is imperative that parties 
involved in expanding energy access 
better describe what we are trying to 
achieve, particularly given the huge 
perceived risks of investing in Afri-
ca. Individual panelists highlighted 
what they perceived to be myths in 
the sector: Myth 1: Local currency 
loans are too expensive. However, it’s 
not doing local currency loans that is 
risky: companies are receiving debt in 
US dollars but their revenues are in 
local currency, leaving enormous risk 
on the side of companies. Myth 2: 
mini-grids are the next big thing. Mi-
ni-grids, however, are not bankable 
or economic yet—ticket sizes are too 
small and installed costs and capex 
requirements too large. The sector 
needs to build demand and build 
load. It was also noted that even in 
developed countries, you don’t get 
loans for start ups, so why would it 
be any different in developing coun-
tries. Once you have proved the 
concept, then the banks crowd in. 
Myth 3: As long as you have a gua-
rantee then you’ll get a loan. This is 
not the case necessarily; guarantees 
have to meet certain requirements to 
be able to pass on the benefits of the 
guarantee. The panel—that repre-
sents actors across the transaction—
concluded that everyone needs to 
work together to move this forward; 
organizations/banks can’t do it alone 
and to go further, faster, we need to 
do it together.

LEVERAGING EFFORTS FOR 
SCALING ENERGY AC-

CESS THROUGH WOMEN 
CENTRIC BUSINESS MO-
DELS  
(HOST: ENERGIA)

Energy access and gender equality 
are both reflected as important goals 
in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. While the two are of-
ten discussed separately, they are 
inextricably linked as this session 
sought to reinforce. In recognition 
that women are a critical dimension 
of the energy access discussion but 
many times are overlooked, a nu-
mber of innovative business mo-
dels around women’s energy entre-
preneurship have gained traction 
over the past few years. Panelists 
highlighted that NGOs and the pri-
vate sector are finding it profitable to 
engage women (and their networks) 
as part of the workforce in promo-
tion, sale, servicing and financing of 
off-grid electrification solutions, as 
well as in leadership positions in en-
ergy sector organizations. Moreover, 
because women are significant en-
ergy consumers and often managers 
of household expenditures, finding 
ways to encourage women to make 
better energy-related decisions is 
very important. To that end, govern-

ments can play an important role in 
standard setting, labeling, enforce-
ment and education to ensure quality 
products that are cleaner, safer and 
more durable—especially for clean 
cooking technologies—reach women 
consumers. To further expand wo-
men-centric models, there has been 
some experimentation on financing 
models aimed to support women en-
trepreneurs and consumers with the 
promise of scale; however, more work 
is required to ensure that the finan-
cing and business models are aligned 
well to the growth and maturity of 
women entrepreneurs, and are local-
ly appropriate. There is also a need 
to have better sharing mechanisms 
of lessons learned in this area, as the 
knowledge available is fragmented. 
Panelists suggested that it would be 
useful to have a more common voice 
and financing models, so as not to 
cannibalize and compete for funding 
sources. The women entrepreneurs 
also voiced their opinions and, in 
particular, raised issues related to 
transportation and competition from 
sub-standard products as challenges 
to be addressed. They also empha-
sized the importance of integrated, 
long-term support to them.
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DAY 3
WHY WAIT?: SEIZING THE ‘ENERGY ACCESS DIVIDEND’

THE WAKE-UP CALL

The third and final day opened with 
another Wake-Up Call with a slightly 
longer and bigger panel discussing 
how we create a level playing field 
and leave no one behind as we make 
progress on energy and sustainable 
development.

During the discussion, it was noted 
that the global energy goals are 
crucial for poverty eradication—the 
overarching aim of the SDGs—and 
an important area of official deve-
lopment assistance. Universal access 
was also looked at in the context of 
sustainability and speakers agreed 
that finding a balance to achieve all 

SDGs will require more innovative, 
sustainable sources for development 
that engage all sectors and levels of 
society. 

MARSHALLING THE 
EVIDENCE

For the final Marshalling the Evi-
dence session of the Forum, speakers 
looked at exploring the dividends 
that accrue with energy services and 
the case for going further, faster—to-
gether.

The panel focused on inspirational 
but practical examples, as well as 
on the importance of women’s em-
powerment and ensuring energy ac-

cess for those at the bottom of the 
pyramid. Panelists focused on how 
power generation directly helps to re-
duce poverty and how energy provi-
sion is an unimaginable driving force 
for communities that struggle with 
poverty, healthcare and education 
access. To help ensure that the “ener-
gy access dividend” is realized, spea-
kers stressed the need to use models 
that consider this as a global—not 
just a one-country—problem, and 
that decision makers must take a leap 
forward for action to happen at the 
speed and scale needed. 

KNOWLEDGE INTO ACTION

The following Knowledge into Ac-
tion sessions convened leaders and 
ex- perts together to highlight how 
en- ergy services help generate jobs, 
im- prove education and health, en-
able businesses to grow, and create 
huge new markets.

In the discussions, speakers under- 
scored that energy access is not only 
about electricity but also about hope. 
The role of digitalization will become 
more important and, as electrification 
increases, lives are saved through 
lights on in maternity wards and vac- 
cines refrigerated.
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To increase energy access, the panel 
also discussed the need to build new 
markets that do not exist today— 
which in turn requires investment. To 
support this, we need institutions wil- 
ling to invest and take that extra risk, 
allowing markets to grow and energy 
access to increase.

THE DEEP DIVE 

As the morning plenary sessions 
came to an end, three Deep Dive 
sessions gave delegates options on 
topics to explore in more detail, in-
cluding Leaving No One Behind, The 
New Market and Off Grid – On Tar-
get. 

Leaving No One Behind brought 
leaders together to address issues of 
affordability and how, through that, 
we can support a more even playing 
field. Panelists discussed how univer-
sal access will not be achieved wit-
hout reaching the most vulnerable 
first by devising innovative and tar-
geted strategies for the poor to ac-
cess energy services in a sustainable 
manner. Just expanding electricity is 
not enough; increasing energy ac-
cess should be considered a public 
good for communities that will not 
be reached by commercial expan-
sion. Changing the narrative on gen-
der and energy was also discussed as 
something that could be significantly 
helped by more supportive policies, 
along with the need to recognize the 
comparative advantages of working 
with women for energy development. 

For the Off Grid - On Target session, 

discussions focused on how ener-
gy providers are already increasing 
productivity through decentralized 
solutions. Since energy poverty is a 
vicious cycle for people who have no 
money to pay for energy, panelists 
discussed how barriers can be over-
come through government recogni-
tion of mini grids as a valuable source 
of power, private sector knowledge 
of government grid plans, and the 
ability to charge a cost-effective ta-
riff so a return on investment can be 
achieved. Faith was also discussed 
as an opportunity to support this, as 
panelists noted the desire to build 
bridges between faith groups and 
experts in the field, adding more re-
levant context to the technological 
and political considerations.

In The New Market, the role of the 
private sector in serving the bottom 
of the pyramid was the focus of dis-
cussions, acknowledging that there 
are a vast amount of value-conscious 

but untapped consumers and crea-
tive entrepreneurs. Speakers sug-
gested that if this untapped group 
were supported, it would allow for 
greater development gains through 
economic empowerment. However, 
they also agreed that while attracting 
people with not-for-profit products 
made sense when introducing a new 
product, it is more financially viable 
and sustainable to consider for-pro-
fit initiatives over the longer term, 
despite the large initial debt. It was 
suggested that for-profit products 
can realize the untapped potential 
of rural markets and make a substan-
tial impact—with a greater customer 
base and local government enga-
gement to ensure approaches are 
informed about genuine needs and 
constraints.

CLOSING SESSION 

The 2017 Sustainable Energy for All 
Forum ended with a keynote address 
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by Peter Thomson, President of the 
71st Session of the UN General As-
sembly, and closing remarks from Ra-
chel Kyte. 

In his keynote, H.E. Peter Thomson 
congratulated participants on the 
success of the meeting, saying it is 
imperative for the international com-
munity to achieve universal energy 

access and combat climate change. 
He identified four critical steps for 
the international community to drive 
progress on the sustainable energy 
goals, including: policy and regu-
latory frameworks such as energy 
efficiency targets, integrated ener-
gy plans, and energy price signals; 
building strategic and innovative 
partnerships bringing together go-

vernments, civil society, academia, 
international organizations and the 
private sector; engaging the private 
sector; and mobilizing billions more 
in finance annually until 2030, inclu-
ding public, private, blended and al-
ternative sources. 

Expressing her hope for the future, 
Rachel Kyte closed the Forum saying 
the event had achieved its role as a 
marketplace, bringing transactions in 
information, partnerships and deals. 
She urged participants to take a mo-
ment to celebrate the many achieve-
ments showcased during the Forum, 
yet reminded everyone we must go 
further, faster – together as “we are 
not on track to meet the sustainable 
energy goals and much remains to be 
done.”
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PARTNER WORKING 
SESSIONS - DAY 3

SHINE: INVESTING IN 
ENERGY ACCESS FOR ALL  
(HOST: WALLACE GLOBAL FUND, 
GREENFAITH AND SUSTAINABLE 
ENERGY FOR ALL)

When world leaders signed the Sus-
tainable Development Goals and the 
Paris Climate Agreement, they com-
mitted to an energy transition from 
fossil fuels to clean and renewable so-
lutions. However, efforts to date have 
failed to prioritize the most vulnerable 
communities, marking a clear need 
for equitable and comprehensive ef-
forts in energy access. Shine is an 
emerging global campaign linking 
partners in faith, philanthropy and de-
velopment to generate momentum 
towards universal energy access by 
2030. As a community of practice, the 
campaign will bring new investors to 

the field—particularly for early-stage 
capital and de-risking pools—while 
encouraging policies to catch up with 
technology and building community 
capacity to engage in the planning 
and delivery of energy access solu-
tions. This partner working session 
was one of three Shine events during 
the Forum, including a discussion at 
the SDG Media Center and a Press 
Conference with the Honorable Mary 
Robinson, President of the Mary Ro-
binson Foundation – Climate Justice.

PARTNERSHIPS TO 
INTEGRATE ENERGY 
RESOURCES AND LAST-
MILE ACCESS FOR INCOME 
GENERATION  
(HOST: COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY)

Innovative business models and 

partnerships to execute at scale are 
key drivers to reach the bottom of the 
pyramid. This session highlighted that 
sustainability objectives can only be 
achieved with strong private sector 
commitment and civil society engage-
ment. In Africa, off-grid solutions have 
largely been targeted to Eastern Afri-
ca to date. In Latin America and the 
Caribbean, despite the 97% electrifi-
cation rate and the $1 billion invested 
annually on access by the Inter-Ame-
rican Development Bank (IADB), brin-
ging basic energy services to the re-
maining 26 million people remains a 
challenge. The session emphasized 
that SEforALL has a dual role of advo-
cacy and aggregation (getting rid of 
fragmentation) to play to support last-
mile connectivity. Large energy com-
panies are good at bringing finance; 
start-ups are good at innovation; but 
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providing energy access to the last 
mile remains difficult for both. This is 
frequently thought to be due to the 
lack of creditworthiness of customers, 
but the session highlighted work that 
shows that even the poor are cre-
ditworthy and are willing to pay for 
services if upfront costs are spread 
out over time. Notably, state or paras-
tatal service providers have not been 
able to leverage this creditworthiness 
and the utility creditworthiness itself 
is frequently a challenge. Panelists 
noted that providers of stand-alone 
systems have managed to circu-
mvent this issue. Total, now one of 
the major solar energy companies, 
has created a new renewable energy 
branch which offers scalable, reliable 
and individualized solar lighting and 
phone charging solutions. The pro-
fits that are generated by the de-
ployment of solar lanterns, branded 
as social projects, are then reinjec-
ted into new projects. Panelists also 
noted that while it is difficult to find 
business models for mini-grids from 
top to bottom, it appears easier from 
bottom to top. The panel concluded 
that the success of Total’s lanterns 
rests on the combination of the fol-
lowing partnerships with strong lo-
cal involvement: market knowledge, 
which can be provided by the IFC, 
the GIZ or country partners, for exa-
mple; manufacturers; distribution 
channels, with the support of NGOs, 
P2P solutions or via mobile techno-
logies; financing, including through 
micro-credit, micro-financing insti-
tutions or crowd-funding; and, recy-
cling (of solar lanterns batteries).

INTEGRATING 
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 
INTO HUMANITARIAN 
RELIEF: AN OPPORTUNITY 
FOR LOCAL MARKETS AND 
SEFORALL GOALS  
(HOST: CHATHAM HOUSE)

There are currently over 65 million 
people displaced by conflict around 
the world. 86 percent of these people 
are taking refuge in developing coun-
tries, many of which are affected by 
severe energy access and/or energy 
security issues. With humanitarian 
agencies increasingly taking on a 
role beyond immediate assistance 
to deliver longer-term development 
solutions, energy investments can 
be a bridge that helps secure basic 
human needs while contributing to 
a country’s long-term sustainability 
goals. This session explored various 
case studies highlighting how huma-
nitarian practices could help scale 

clean energy access in low- and 
middle-income countries facing a 
refugee crisis. Panelists noted that 
the first step begins with integrating 
energy access priorities into the hu-
manitarian system. Where displace-
ment occurs as a result of conflict, 
the challenge is to plan for energy as 
part of a transition away from emer-
gency relief and to put in place more 
sustainable practices. We need to 
make sure that what is put in place 
mitigates the impact of additional 
population pressure. There are also 
opportunities to assist hosting coun-
tries achieve their sustainable energy 
access goals by combining humanita-
rian and development efforts to help 
scale up successful ongoing projects 
in areas such as green buildings, effi-
cient power and water infrastructure 
or clean transportation. In camps, 
there are many opportunities for 
mobile, off-grid technology, espe-
cially in remote rural areas. The most 
common form of cooking among dis-
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placed people is wood and charcoal, 
which has several negative impacts 
on health, the environment and social 
cohesion. Camps offer the opportu-
nity to bring costs of alternatives such 
as LPG, locally produced ethanol and 
solar down by offering a large market. 
To finance these projects, panelists 
noted that the risk profile is too high 
to rely exclusively on external private 
capital and therefore donor funding 
should be able to be deployed as 
soft capital. 

ACCELERATING GENDER 
AND INCLUSION FOR 
ENERGY SECTOR 
DEVELOPMENT  
(HOST: SEFORALL)

To achieve universal access to sus-
tainable energy justly and without 
leaving anyone behind requires a 

people-centered approach, with 
gender equality, social inclusion and 
women’s empowerment placed at its 
center. This session announced the 
intent to develop a People-centered 
Accelerator to promote approaches 
that address gender equity and pro-
vide sustainable energy access to the 
very poorest, contribute to women’s 
full participation in access solutions 
and associated economic opportu-
nities, and extend the universe of 
partners in this area. The discussion 
focused on the focus of the accele-
rator, with recommendations that it 
mainstream these issues into other 
SEforALL accelerators and pro-
grams—such as those working on 
energy efficiency; that it advocate 
for these issues and help diverse 
stakeholders speak with one voice; 
and that it showcase successes and 
failures and help build the evidence 
and business case for action. It was 

also recommended that the Accele-
rator work closely with philanthropic 
organizations to mobilize resources 
and scale solutions for access to 
clean energy and conduct a map-
ping of activities that are underway 
and where support is pledged. This 
would help stakeholders connect the 
dots and provide a platform for acce-
lerated action. During the discussion, 
ECREE announced the first regional 
policy to help close gender gaps that 
was recently launched by the Eco-
nomic Community of West African 
States, and their work to help other 
regions across Africa apply similar ap-
proaches. SEforALL announced that 
it will work with interested stakehol-
ders over 2017 to set goals for the 
Accelerator and define a program 
of activities with partners. SEforALL 
will also discuss this issue with other  
SEforALL accelerators.
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TURNING THE POWER ON 
FOR 1.1 BILLION PEOPLE: 
THE ROLE OF OFF-GRID 
SOLAR SOLUTIONS IN 
MEETING THE NEEDS 
OF UNDERSERVED 
HOUSEHOLDS (HOST: GOGLA)

Building on the success of solar ligh-
ting, larger off-grid solar systems are 
reaching an increasing number of 
households. Many question, however, 
whether off-grid solutions can be a 
real alternative. This session explored 
the energy needs, patterns and tra-
jectories of off-grid households in 
developing countries. When deter-
mining which system size the new 
off-grid customers will buy, panelists 
noted that the biggest driver is proxi-
mity to a retailer or direct contact with 
a salesperson. These interactions de-
termine the first product a customer 
will purchase. The largest portion 
of these new customers, about 90 
percent, are going from kerosene 
entry-level products mostly sold on a 
cash basis. If larger systems sold via 
“pay as you go” are in the reach of 
customers, company experience and 
research in Uganda show that cus-
tomers would opt for larger systems. 
Panelists emphasized that business 
models must be built around the idea 
of the relationship with the customer 
and that the relationship will be long 
term (10+ years), especially in pay 
as you go offerings. By building a 
long-term relationship with the cus-
tomer, the business can obtain data 
on consumer behavior while they pay 

back their loans, enabling the consu-
mer to become creditworthy and the 
business to offer additional energy 
service products—and thus moving 
households up the energy staircase 
(but with other household goods 
offered on credit). In the future, the 
offerings could include more produc-
tive uses of energy, such as irrigation 
pumps, mechanical devices and crop 
insurances.

POWERING HEALTHCARE: 
MAKING THE CASE FOR 
GREATER INVESTMENT 
IN HEALTH FACILITY 
ELECTRIFICATION  
(HOST: UN FOUNDATION)

Despite energy’s critical role in health 
systems, it is estimated that tens of 
thousands of health centers and cli-

nics across the developing world lack 
adequate electricity and the health 
services it powers. This session 
brought together energy and health 
specialists from bilateral, multilateral 
and government actors to explore 
factors facilitating and constraining 
greater investment in health facility 
electrification in resource-constrained 
settings. The conversation revolved 
around the commitment of the pa-
nelists to working towards delivering 
sustainable energy in the health sec-
tor, where SDG7 and SDG3 intersect. 
Panelists highlighted that sustainabi-
lity remains a big barrier, especially 
in rural primary health facilities, but 
noted that new delivery models are 
being deployed and tested in many 
countries across the globe. A second 
big barrier is the lack of data on how 
energy impacts healthcare and health 
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services directly and indirectly. As 
Zambia’s Minister of Health rightfully 
stated: “If you don’t switch it ON, life 
is switched OFF”.

VOICES FROM THE VILLAGE 
– ARE YOU LISTENING TO 
WHAT WE REALLY WANT?  
(HOST: SMART VILLAGES)

This session saw a panel of commu-
nity leaders from high-impact coun-
tries around the world answer the 
question: What exactly are the prio-
rities for villages themselves when it 
comes to achieving energy access 
dividends? Panelists emphasized the 

need to focus more on dividends 
from energy access, particularly for 
the bottom billion in off-grid commu-
nities, to achieve not only SDG7 but 
also a range of other SDGs—and in 
doing so, to engage the local com-
munity. The local communities are 
the ones that need to define what it 
is that they want. This needs to be a 
dialogue—rather than a prescription. 
When locals are given the opportu-
nity to buy into system change, they 
are more willing to change, to beco-
me entrepreneurs, learning new skills 
and engaging in social and produc-
tive enterprises. When the additional 
societal benefits of energy access 

are illustrated—such as increased 
safety, better education and food 
security—the achievement of SDG7 
for these communities becomes all 
the more realistic. Two mayors on the 
panel from rural areas of Peru and 
Haiti, Dr. Alphonso Guevara Chota 
and Mr. Gregory Etienne, announced 
that their villages would begin a pro-
gram of rural twinning between the 
two localities. It is hoped that this is 
the beginning of a wider rural twin-
ning initiative. The session concluded 
that the tagline “Going further, fas-
ter – together” makes a difference 
for the bottom billion. If we don’t 
go together—as fast and as far as 

possible—there will continue to be 
people and places, such as those 
in Haiti, that will never see the divi-
dends of energy access in their life-
times. This is why the tagline “Going 
further, faster — together” really mat-
ters.

GOVERNMENTS, CIVIL 
SOCIETY AND PRIVATE 
SECTOR – WHO NEEDS 
A SEAT AT THE TABLE 
TO ACHIEVE GREEN 
AND INCLUSIVE ENERGY 
ACCESS?  
(HOST: HIVOS)

 

Inclusive energy access can only be 
achieved if governments, civil society 
and the private sector collaborate in 
an open and transparent way. Reco-
gnizing this, HIVOS hosted an interac-
tive session which featured storytel-
ling and in-depth discussions around 
the success criteria and pitfalls of 
multi-stakeholder partnerships. Parti-
cipants highlighted that partnerships 
across all sectors are necessary to 
facilitate a more robust view and 
identify inclusive, country-specific 
strategies. The success criteria for 
working in partnerships include a 
stakeholder mapping, an open plat-
form as well as a collaborative and 
transparent process to share infor-
mation, and the ability to shift focus 

and adapt because partnerships so-
metimes bring about unexpected re-
sults. Participants noted that lessons 
learned and iconic success stories 
should be collected and conveyed 
beyond partnerships’ stakeholders, 
in order to create an impact beyond 
boundaries. Institutionalized accoun-
tability is also recognized as neces-
sary to enable long-lasting change. 
The workshop recommended that 
more awareness around the benefits 
of existing partnerships should be 
raised, including the fact that colla-
boration enables all stakeholders to 
gain a more holistic view of their envi-
ronments and to shift and adapt their 
strategies swiftly due to their shared 
vision.
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COMMUNICATIONS 
OVERVIEW 

Communications formed a significant 
part of the Forum, with the commu-
nications campaign in the build up, 
during and after the event focusing 
on sharing the evidence and announ-
cements made at the Forum to a glo-
bal audience. 

Strong engagement with participants 
ahead of the event was a key ele-
ment within this. Delegates received 
weekly newsletters that included 
blogs, speaker announcements and 
video content, all with the aim to 
share key information ahead of the 
event to ensure everyone was able 
to maximize their time at the Forum. 
For those that weren’t able to attend 
the event in person, all the main ple-
nary sessions were broadcast live and 
available to watch on the Forum we-
bsite. 

During the Forum, there were over 10 
announcements made by SEforALL 
partners, using the event as a plat-
form to share their news to a global 
audience. All of the announcements 
were highlighted across social media, 
press activity and also through live 
Forum updates from the SDG Media 
Zone or in the Facebook Live Studio. 

Media Partners for the 2017 Forum 
were Bloomberg New Energy Fi-
nance, Facebook and Connect4Cli-
mate.

MEDIA 

Just under 30 journalists registered 
for the Forum, with a mix of online, 
print and broadcast publications at-
tending the event. Press conferences, 
media briefings and 1:1 interviews all 

took place during the three days, 
connecting journalists to keynote 
speakers and partners making an-
nouncements. 

The 2017 Global Tracking 
Framework report was the headline 
announcement of the Forum, with 
its official launch on the first day re-
vealing the latest figures on energy 
access, clean cooking and progress 
across renewables and energy ef-
ficiency to support global energy 
goals. 

Ahead of the Forum, Sustainable 
Energy for All hosted a global me-
dia briefing call under embargo with 
the World Bank and IEA to share the 
latest results from the Global Tracking 
Framework ahead of its launch on the 
first day. 
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Another announcement made by 
SEforALL, the Wallace Global Fund 
and GreenFaith was the launch of 
Shine: Investing in Energy Access 
for All—an emerging global cam-
paign focused on diversifying the 
sources of finance to support energy 
access. A press conference for the 
Shine campaign held on the final day 
of the Forum included speakers from 
the World Council of Churchesand 
the Wallace Global Fund, together 
with Mary Robinson, President of the 
Mary Robinson Climate Justice Foun-
dation. 

Through this engagement with the 
media, coverage generated in the 
month leading up to and during the 
Forum that referenced the event 
and/or covered the Global Tracking 
Framework resulted in:

• Over 200 news articles across na-
tional, international and broadcast 
media—with strong results in North 
America, Europe and India

• A global estimated audience reach 
of just under 370 million 

• Coverage generated in 38 coun-
tries

• News reported in 10 different lan-
guages

SOCIAL MEDIA

Social media was a key part of the 
Forum communications strategy—al-
lowing the event to engage a large 
online global audience outside of 
New York. Announcements and inter-
views with keynote speakers and lea-
ding energy experts were shared live 
from the Forum using the dedicated 

Forum hashtag #SEforALLforum.

FACEBOOK LIVE

As part of a media partnership with 
Facebook, a pop-up Facebook Live 
studio was created at the Forum, hos-
ting live interviews, discussions and 
announcements from the Sustainable 
Energy for All Facebook page with 
some of the event’s keynote speakers 
and partners. 

This resulted in: 

• 36 Facebook Live interviews re-
corded at the Forum Live studio 
 
• Just under 60 posts on the Sus-
tainable Energy for All Facebook 
page  
 
• A 237% increase of views on the 

SOME OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL PUBLICATIONS TO COVER THE FORUM AND GLOBAL TRACKING 
@FRAMEWORK LAUNCH INCLUDED:



Sustainable Energy for All Facebook Page 
 
• Facebook posts reaching an audience of just under 
85,000 globally

TWITTER

One of the main social media platforms used for 
the Forum was Twitter, with the SEforALL account  
@SEforALLorg used as the main channel from which 
Forum news, updates and live content was shared. For 
posts in the month leading up to and during the Forum 
that included the hashtag #SEforALLforum, Twitter en-
gagement resulted in: 

• The #SEforALLforum hashtag and content genera-
ting over 21 million Twitter impressions  
 
• Over 300 tweets from @SEforALLorg  
 
• During the event, the #SEforALLforum started tren-
ding in North America and globally 
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• Over half of #SEforALLforum posts 
were “positive,” with a further 39.8% 
classified as “neutral” (See Graphic 
#1 above.) 
 
• The majority of posts focused on 
energy access and comments spe-
cifically related to SDG7, with other 
key topics being renewable energy, 
women’s empowerment, partner 
announcements and the sustainable 
development goals (See Graphic #2 
above.)

SDG MEDIA ZONE

SEforALL also hosted an SDG Media 
Zone at the Forum, providing a space 
for partners to highlight announce-
ments, host conversations or share 
updates live from the event. 

The Zone was in the very heart of the 
Forum’s Marketplace, with all ses-
sions broadcast live through Peris-
cope. As well as this online audience, 
these SDG Media Zone sessions also 
attracted delegates at the event to 

join and hear the latest news being 
announced by partners, with seating 
for just over 50 in front of the SDG 
Media Zone stage. 

From award ceremonies and announ-
cements, to report launches and a 
special conversation between Peter 
Thomson, President of the 71st Ses-
sion of the UN General Assembly, 
and student leaders, there were over 
10 SDG Media Zone sessions during 
the event.

53.2%
39.8%

7%

Neutral Positive Negative

GRAPHIC 1 GRAPHIC 2
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METHODOLOGY & CREDITS
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Images can be found on the Sustainable Energy for All Flickr page or visit the IISD Reporting Services website. 

METHODOLOGY
MEDIA NUMBERS: The media monitoring period took place between 1 March – 11 April 2017. Media sources used 
to gather impact data come from Meltwater media monitoring service, Havas PR and SEforALL internal research. Data 
included refers to the Forum with either direct mentions of the event, mentions of SEforALL or SEforALL-related activity 
to the event, or coverage of the Global Tracking Framework, which was launched at the event. The estimated audience 
reach is the monthly online unique visitors to each outlet, from data made publicly available by those publications at the 
time of reporting (data is not provided by all outlets, and therefore not available for each item). 

SOCIAL MEDIA NUMBERS: The social monitoring period took place between 1 March – 11 April 2017. Only posts on 
Twitter that used the #SEforALLforum hashtag have been counted. Impressions and data were calculated using Hoot-
suite and Twitter Analytics. Any posts that did not include the hashtag have not been counted. 

ABOUT SUSTAINABLE ENERGY FOR ALL
As a global platform, Sustainable Energy for All empowers leaders to broker partnerships and unlock finance to achieve 
universal access to sustainable energy, as a contribution to a cleaner, just and prosperous world for all. We marshal 
evidence, benchmark progress, amplify the voices of our partners and tell stories of success and connect stakeholders.  

For more information, please visit SEforALL.org
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